






February XX, 2010
Honorable Senator/Representative [Last Name]

State Capitol Building
Room [Room Number]
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Dear Senator/Representative [Last Name]:

As a member of the Missouri Emergency Preparedness Association, the States emergency management professional organization, I am writing to voice my strong opposition to SB 680, the bill that changes the reporting requirement for petroleum and gas products from 50 gallons to 3,000.  In addition, the bill changes a hazmat spillers liability limits from the current 100% of reasonable and necessary costs to just 25%.

The changes proposed to existing law are an obvious detriment to public safety, the environment and the tax paying citizen, who will ultimately shoulder the burden of the added cleanup costs to emergency response and contract personnel.  It is apparent that the only benefit of this legislation comes directly to the industries that deal in hazardous materials and petroleum products.

The Missouri Emergency Preparedness Association and its members are committed to promoting professionalism in public safety.  Its members represent virtually every aspect of the public safety environment (emergency management, fire service, law enforcement, and emergency medical services) from across the state.  Once again, I urge you to oppose SB 680.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or if I may be of assistance in any way.

Sincerely,

